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On a bright
E Saturday morning,

Mia stepped outside
~ with a bounce in her step

and a snack in her hand

! The city Spurkled
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nght besude the sndewalk g / '
was a crumpled cup. .
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A candy wrapper clanc.ecl R
acruss the street =
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And a nupkln was stuck
¥ in a bush like a atlny

whtte flag. - M e’
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o Mla frowned

8% ‘Who put all =
= ;__THA'I_' there?_’-_ -
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:- Suddenly—
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b A trash can at the corner
wiggled. o
Then it spoke. " S8
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Not me! =@
Mia nearly e
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The trash can stretched out
two little metal arms.

>‘I'm Captain Can!'z
. he announced.

¥ ‘pefender of sidewalks!

£ Protector of parks!
L~ Keeper of.. banana pee

: Mia giggled. .

tF ‘Banana peels?’ d
i ‘Especially |
% banana peels.
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'Captin Can B
_ pomted down
> the block. |

. There were cups
. Wrappers. sai
Straws. 't— Eop
. Receipts. §
And one very
X lonely socl-:
__ Mla blmkecl =
: ‘Is that trash
= 1007 cmuai—
Captmn Can &
squinted.
% ‘That one is...
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r on the ground
started swirnng together.

Cup by cup.
Wrapper by wrapper.
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% MESS MONSTERY’

g E he boomed. 5

* I He had a cup for a hat,

L a pizza box for a belly, »

. and two straws sticking out = »
of his ears. X i ! ,,9

. Captain Can groaned. 38 §
#L, ‘Oh brother. Him again.” S
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The Mess Monster waddled *

Y, dawn the sidewalk.

& Eyery time someone S8 |
dropped something... =.',
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he grew bigger. =
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A straw on t_hﬂ grmnd'?

A wrapper tussad
hemde a bench?



T Enptu.in Can shook his lid.™

i Nope, nope, e NOPE Sy
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./ Cnptmn Can leaned
2 toward Mia.
9’ **‘ ‘Want to know a secret?’

-I-

ﬁt’ Mia nodded.

‘The Mess Monster has 5.8
one big wenkness A

‘WhatT

. Captain Can whlsperzd
‘. ‘People who care.







The Mess Monster
suddenly shrank.

“"HEY!" Mia’s

eyes widened.

S *It worked!” ' ¥
5 f‘f'c . i iy
2 Captain Can grmned. .

o
. .‘




A boy walking his dog
noticed a wrapper.
He picked it up.

- ER-PLUNK! = ¢

L= A woman waiting
| A by a bench

i 4 o grabhed a cup. '- '; gy 4 ;g
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'_ ;;;5'*_’ ® Two kids carried
G an empty bottle S
"f'?” " to the nearest can. =
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,"" e The Mess Monster

? k. grew smaller ko
& and smaller
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‘No! Stop being %
responsible!’

cried the Mess Monster.
oo He was now barely
N taller than Mia’s shoe.

& ‘Walk past it!”

_ "Pretend you
*~_ didn't see it!”
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LR somebody else!
|‘I '\. - r -

w—t . Mia ut.her a ﬂ?“’
hands on her hips.’ '
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M Then Mia spotted

i a tiny gum wrapper.
: . She picked itup.
8% The Mess Monster
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fad into a little
5 crul’“PlEd paper-

® Captain Can
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Mln looked around.
The sidewalk looked bnghter.

% 3 ‘ The park looked happier.
The flowers weren't hiding

nr.'ﬁv "* ’.ﬂ

[£%, behind cups

% and wrappers
anymore.

" Even the birds
sumed pleused

. One bird churped

L |

Captmn Can e
' nodded sennusl',v s




W DR
i ¥ Captain Can smiled. 3 '—i et
i “You don't need a cape. - “ﬁ |
B You don't need superpowers. g < Tl
@ You don't even need 2 i %
£ atalking trash can” SRR AR S
i Mia raised an eyebrow. & gl R

| I
/&% “That last one helps.” 3
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i 1';“{‘{- I “Fair point,”
" said Captain Can. &%
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‘But Captain Can, -l B~ o

Mia asked, Ve Good questmn.

‘what if I don’t | ' Captain Can said, .
8 e atrashcan? /| ‘Hold onto your trash =
P until you find one. o
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‘And if you see
= one little piece you
|| can safely pick up?’
{  Mia knew the answer.
‘Leave the place y
a little better than / g
I found it.
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. So whenever Mia
L8 saw litter,
she remembered:

t. Seeit.

Pick it up.
iy Spot a can.
e Toss it in.
WIS L Because every

cleaner city
starts the same way:

|8
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&7 One person.

@ One prece. |

gt One better city. =g
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. one Pe rson. Join Mia, Captain Can,
- and their friends
n one Plece' as they discover

One bEttEl" seattle' that small choices

can make a

L | ~ BIG difference! ,"

IN THIS STORY YOU WiLL:

g Gee the thlem '
7 Learn the power
of one
W Take action
Ej [nspire pthers

i Help build 3

cleaner, hapP'IET
Seattle!

Sez litter? Pick it up

Spot a can. Toss it in
Because every cleaner city .
starts the same way: :

ine parson. One piﬂ--:f- One better Seattle. -
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